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The General Association of Regular Bap宜st

Churches (GARBC) was founded in 1932 as

an outgrowth from血e ashes of瓜e Baptist

Bible Union・ Early m its history the

GARBC expressed its fundamentalist

COnVictions of (1) opposition to modemism

and compromise′ (2) opposition to

conventionlSm and denominational

control, (3)血e desire to raise a standard in

血ese days for local churches committed to

evangelism′　missions′　and solid Bible

teaching and preaching, and (4) a

COmmitment to practice principles of

PerSOna1 1ifestyle separation standards.

These convictions resulted in a11owmg into

the formal fellowship of瓜e GARBC only

血ose churches which had cut their ties

with the old Nor瓜em Baptist Convention

and o血er groups made up of a mixed

mu嶋血1de. The Associa也on also decided

血at血ey would not own or control any

mission societies, educational institutions

or agencies of compassion. Ra血eL瓜ey

WOuld give formal approval on an amual

basis to fundamentalist Baptist mission,

educational and social organizations which

sought this approval and agreed to the

stated standards of the fellowship of

churche s.

The annual national meeting of the

Churches was to be prlmarily a time for

fellowship and good preaching.　A

National Representative was hired to be a

SPOkesman for the Association of churches′

and any necessary business between

annual meetings was to be handled by a

Council of Fourteen (later expanded to

eighteen) made up of persons nominated

by the churches and elected by messengers

from the local churches at the annual

meeting. No more than four of the

eighteen Council members could be
′‘salaried servants′′′ that is′ emPIoyees of

the approved agencies. A modified form of

the historic New Hampshire Confession of

Faith with a premillennial statement was

formally adopted′ reSOlutions stating the

Association′s convictions often passed at

armual mee血gs, and literature items were

Published by血e Associa也on which clearly

articulated血e position of吐e group.

And so血e GARBC greW begimmg in血e

1930s wi瓜a handful of churches, and

reaching a high in 1984　of l′603

fellowshippmg Churches. The GARBC web

Site (WWWgarbc.org/ churches), however,

PreSently lists l′398　churches in its

fe1lowship, a tOtal drop of 205 churches

OVer瓜e past 20 years. Why has this

happened? Several possible reasons could

be glVen. First, just as in o血er evangelical

and fundamentalist groups, eVangelistic

Zeal and血e starting of new churches have

dropped off. Complacency materialism,

and a preoccupation with other things

have all contributed to this decline.

Second, a number of controversies at

Various times have led some to drop their

GARBC iden血fication. In the mid-1970s

the Association sought to clarify and

update their doctrinal statement, Which

血ey did. In the process,血e issue of

Calvinism with its view of unconditional

election was raised, discussed and debated,

resu鵬ng m SOme local churches on both

Sides of the issue deciding to drop血eir

af創iation. Others were disheartened when
′′approved’’agencies broadened out and

no longer wanted the exclusive GARBC

iden舶cation・ In 1985, Los Angeles Baptist

College became The Masters College wi瓜

Dr・ John MacArthur as its president and

dropped its GARBC comection. In 1987,

W料tem Baptist College began allowmg

faculty and trustees to be members of

Conservative Baptist churches声his action

disturbed many Regular Baptists who

knew of the CBA′s broadened position.

And in 1999-2000 Grand Rapids Baptist

Co11ege and Seminary which had merged

With Grand Rapids SchooI of the Bible and

Music and changed its name to

Cornerstone University dropped its

GARBC rela血onship.

Some also felt that the Association was

more greatly in血uenced by persomel血om

its approved agencies血an it should be,

and desired to see the GARBC constitution

amended so that no agency personnel

COuld serve on血e Council of Eighteen.

This issue came to a head at血e 1990

amual GARBC meeting at Niagra Falls,

NY That same year some had circulated

the names of strongly traditional and

fundamentalist men as possible nominees

to the Council of Eighteen. At the Niagra

Falls meeting this prlOr COmmunication
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Third′瓜e greatest reason pe血aps for the

SIowed growth in血e GARBC would be血e

broadening out and polarization within瓜e

movement.　There were slgnificant

rumblings by 1986 among GARBC pastors

瓜at the fellowship of churches, aS Well as

its approved agencies′ Were tOlerating

血ings which were inconsistent with the

GARBC’s earlier formal position. The

VOCal response of some leaders wi血in the

Association was to disclaim any drift and

to accuse those so concemed as being

divisive and adding pe壮y issues to瓜eir

fundamentalist position. This response

resulted in the formation and rise of

Regular Baptists for Revival. These people

urged a revival of and a retum to血e

GARBC’s former convictions.　These

COnVictions were′ after a11′ the ′′glue′′

Which held血e Regular Baptist movement

together. That polarization is s珊1 present

in the Association, although some of those

COnCemed have dropped their Regular

Baptist affiliation. Recognition of this

POlarization led some leaders to believe
that血e approval system had outlived its

usefulness′ and at the annual meeting m

2000血e approval system was dropped and



a new partnermg and networking of

Various agencies introduced.

Whe血er or not血is new arrangement was

an improvement remains to be seen. WI瓜

SOme Partnermg agenCies today also

identifying with the Sou血em Baptist

Convention, the Council of Eighteen is

recommending the dismantling of the

Partnermg arrangement at the　2004

GARBC annual meeting. The critical issue

facing血e GARBC today is whether it will

hold血e line on ecdesiastical separation

@o血primary and secondary), PerSOnal

SeParation standards, and an a咄tude of

militancy regarding its historic convictions.

There appears to be an identity crisis on瓜e

Part Of some as to just what血e historic

POSition of the GARBC has been. A review
Of瓜e literature items which the GARBC

had widely published (especia11y numbers

6, 10 and 12 dealing wi心血e GARBC

POSition on separation) is important here.

DL Paul R. Jackson wrote:
’′Separation is an etemal principle. It is

God’s commandment that we must

SeParate血om unbelievers. Furtheγ in fhe

妨脇place, Zt Zs Go跳commandment功eat we
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disobedience・ Now I know血at many men

Who will go along forthrightly and shout

Amen as far as we have gone, Wi11 object at

this point′　and say ′I believe in full

fe11owship with all evangelicals.′　Well,

God doesn′t!. ‥

′′One of血e great Biblical doctrines of the

fai血is separation from血e world and血om

apostasy. Men that are tearmg Our
Churches and our associations apart in

fighting Biblical doctrines are causmg

divisions contrary to doctrine. V¥たhave a

responsibility to walk separately from our

bre血ren who insist upon being uhbiblical

in瓜ese areas of瓜eir conduct (from ′′The

Position, Attitudes, and Objectives of

Biblical Separation,’’GARBC Literature

Item #12).

And DL David Nettleton wrote:
‘‘The great Apostle had never allowed

himself to be drawn into any瓜ing which

WOuld limit his message・ He could say

Wi瓜a dean conscience′ ‘I am pure血om

the blood of a11 men. For I have not

Shumed to dedare unto you all脇e counsel

qfGod・’Why camot many say血at today?

In my case, and in many other cases, it was

due to a desire to reach a larger audience

and to work with a larger group of

Christians. Many have been carried away

from full obedience by a noble-SOunding

mo壮O Which has been applied to Christian

WOrk, ′In essentials uhity in non-eSSentials

liberty and in a11血ings cha血ty’ Some

血ings are not essential to salvation but

血ey躍essential to full obedience, an祝he

Chγistian has no協e旬under Godわsoγt Out

the Sc毎7fmS Znfo essentials cz訪nのn置CSSentials!

It is our duty to declare瓜e whole counsel

Of God, and to do it wherever we are‥ ‥

′′lbday we are choosmg between two

altematives, A LIMITED MESSAGE OR A

LIMIT電D班LLOWSHIP If we preach all

Of血e Bible truths′ there are many places

Where we will never be invited. If we JOm

hands wi心血e crowd,血ere wi11 be the

lim弛ng of the message of the Bible. …

′‘God has glVen uS a great meSSage tO

PreaCh・ It contains血e glorious Gospel of

Our Lord Jesus Christ, but it is not limited

to that Gospel. He has commissioned us to

PreaCh血e Gospel′ baptize our converts,

and indoctrinate them (Matt. 28:19, 20). H占

has glⅤen uS the very best system of folIow-

up work′ Which is血e building of Bible-

believing churches and joining converts to

瓜em・ He is calling us to Ioyalty and

obedience.

′′We need no new message. We need no

new method・ V¥ねneed only the spirit of

Obedience found in Paul when he tes咄ed,
′For I have not shurmed to declare unto

you all瓜e counsel of God′′′ (from ′′A

Limited Message or a Limited Fellowship,’’

GARBC Literature Item #10).
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